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PROLOGUE

Child marriage is a social evil that is punishable by the law of Nepal, and yet, year after year, children are forced
info marriage. Nepal has the third highest rate of child marriage in the South Asian region.

As per 2074 Clause 173 nonconsensual marriage is prohibited. Forcing a child into marriage is a criminal offense
and the offenders are liable fo make legal amends through compensation to the victims. The offenders shall be
fined up to Rs 75,000 and may face a prison time of 3 years. No person can or shall be forced to marry before
the age of 20. Any such marriage shall be nullified by the state.

Despite the law enforcement in place, across all levels of governance, the problem of Child Marriage is still deeply
rooted. While in most cases, the children are forced into marriage, in other adolescents choose the life for
themselves due to lack of knowledge, education, and delusion of a better future. This also has a negative impact on
the children's education, health, and overall growth.

This illustrated comic book is an attempt to make young readers understand the impact of child marriage and help
them steer clear from it while strengthening the movement against it. We have attempted to make the language as
easy to understand as possible. Our aspiration is for books like this to reach as many children and parents as
possible to mitigate child marriage more efficiently.

Our sincere gratitude to the entire production team for bringing this book together.

Jagriti Child and Youth Concern Nepal



CHARACTER INTRODUCTION

Usha

Usha is a bright
student. She wants to
become a computer
engineer in the future.
She is a member of
the Child Club in her
school.

Uma

Uma is Usha’s older
sister. She was
married off at 13
years of age. Her life
has been difficult
because of child
marriage

Aama / Mother

Aama is Usha’s
mother. She loves her
daughters but is very
stubborn. Her only
dream is to see both
of her daughters
happily married

Buwa / Father

Buwa is Usha’s
father He is a quiet,
hard-working, and
kind-hearted man. He
loves his daughters
and wants the best
for them.



Maili Aunty

Maili Aunty lives in the
same village as Usha.
She works as a
maftchmaker. She was
the one to find a
groom for Uma. Now,
she is looking for a
groom for Usha.

Doctor

The doctor works
at the community
hospital. She
promotes family
planning and does
not support child
marriage.

Gagan Sir

Gagan Sir is Usha’s
teacher at school.
He is also an
advisor to the
children at the Child
Club. He wants the
best for the
students.

Jyoti

Jyoti is Usha's best
friend and a
member of the
Child Club. She is
bold and speaks
her mind.

Krishna

Krishna is Usha’s
best friend and a
member of the
Child Club. He is a
quiet boy but very
aware of child
rights and the law






Maili Aunty!

| help Aama when
she needs me,

otherwise | focus

on my studies, Maili

Aunty.
A

Namaste, ©

Oho! You have become so

beautiful. All grown up. |

hope you have also learned
how fo cook and clean ..
properly! ; o ~ A
" Studying is a waste of =
time for girls. When a
handsome boy comes to
marry you, he won't ask
you about your studies.
He will ask you if you can
cook and clean.

\%o . . sl

We will talk
soon. | need to
go now.




=*Aama why was

Maili Kaki My marriage?

Oho, there is a very good

She was here to proposal for you. The boy is
talk about your from a rich family in the next

~ marriage. ;/illage -

Aama, you know that |
dream of becoming a
computer engineer. And |
know | can become one. |

don't want to marry!

Girls don’t become
engineers. Why waste
your time studying? All

you need is a good

husband with a good
|- house to take care of

| can study, and become a
computer engineer, and
build my own housel Even

Don’t talk back to mel | am your you an}d Buwa can come
mother and | know what is best ] live with me.
for you. Maili Aunty will come k

back next week to finalize your
marriage.

E




It was a long tiring

ey m i el You knowiwho visifed

today? Maili Aunty ... with a

marriage proposal.
Proposal for SRRy

whom? OQur Usha?

Yesl Usha is 14 now. It is
time. | already had her
Y sister af that age. *cough*

Times were different.
Usha is very young. We
can’t repeat the same
mistake .that we made
with Uma.

Am | the only wise person
in this house? This is a
really good proposal. We
can't refuse it. | won't hear
another word. * cough*

But first, | need fo take
you to see the doctor.
You have been coughing
for six days.




You don’t have fo
worry. It is just a
seasonal cough.

Thank you,
doctor.

| am worried
about something
else.

"l know it is a family issue. -
But you are forgetting
what happened to your

older daughter.

l’?ﬁna was foo young when she
got married and she was oo
young when she became a
mother. Her body was not
ready. She was a child giving
birth to another child. That is
why she lost the baby.

About what doctor?

Is it true that you are
marrying off Usha?

Uh. Yes, there is
a proposal, but ..

Yes doctor, | still
feel guilty.

Even today, her
second child has
problems. He is not
growing healthily
like other children
his age. This is all
because you
married off Uma
too soon.

All I will say is
Usha is too young
for marriage.
Please don’t rush.




Can you go fo
Usha’s school
today?
Yes, I'll go pick up
her report cards.
You rest up.

Congratulations dail Your
daughter is so smart! You
should be so proud of her. Mark
my words, her future is very

If she gets married,
this will be the end
of her studies.




Ushal Where were

you? You are late.
Is something »
wrong? Why |
do you look so |

| don’t know
what to do. My
parents are
fixing my

Exactly, Usha, this is
criminal and against the
law. If you want to, we
can go fo the police. We
can also call 1098 and

104 for the child
helpline. They will all
help youl

You are only 14 years
oldl Don’t your parents
know that child
marriage is illegal?
They cannot do this to
youl

’ My mother won't listen fo
me but maybe she will
listen, if you come fo talk
] to her with me.

We will come

with youl
Should we

come fo your
house
tomorrow?

D ClB

Sirl Usha's §
parents are\

getting her
married|

; Why do you all

look so sad?

What?
When?

Soon, sir. Please ,
do something about
this.

Ohol | should
meet the doctor,
and go to Usha’s
sister. Only Uma
can stfop this.




-

Namaste, Doctor.

e v

1

Yes, | heard. | talked to

her father. | hope he

Namaste,

| am okay.
But we must
do something
about Usha's

marriage.

listens to me.

Gagan Sir. Is
everything

There is only one
person they will listen
fo...Usha.

Yes, let’s go
talk to her.

Namaste Gagan Sirl
Namaste Doctorl

v\/\/e’f“é‘ here to talk
about Usha.

Your parents
are getting her
married.

Why do you both
look so worried?

What happened?

Your sister is a very smart girl ‘
with a bright future ahead of
her. If she is married off now,

her future will be dark. ‘

And she will also

suffer healthwise as
you did. She is too
young. You know the
pain, Uma.

QA
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< Because | got married so young, | had fo
give up on all my dreams. | even lost a

baby. | won’t let the same thing happen to
Ushal | need to stop my parents.




Umal How are you?
Why didn’t you bring

babu?
Aama, is it true that .

Yesl Isn't that such good news?
It is a very good family. The boy
is from the next village, so we
won't be sending Usha foo far.

you are planning
Usha'’s marriage?

We will all be close.

.\
Child Marriage is never a good
news Aama, it's very bad newsl
Don’t you remember what
happened to me?

| ' was too young for marriage and too young
for motherhood. | was a child. | couldn’t even
get a marriage cerfificate. My body was nof
ready fo bear a baby and that is why my baby
girl died. Look at Babu, my son is not as
healthy as other children. | have to keep
taking him to the hospital. It was so difficult to
get his birth registered tfoo. Don’t you see my
pain?

Do you know that had | continued studying, |
would have become a feacher, | would be
working and earning. My family would be in a
befter state. Now we don’t have enough
money.
| 'had to give up on all my hopes and dreams.
| don’t want the same thing to happen to
Ushal Don’t you love her?

Aama, do you want the same
fate as Uma for me?

Usha is so smart, aunty, she
should get a chance to
complete her studies.

And she is also too young,
I ’ aunty. You cannot marry your
= mmemnee  Children off until they reach the
age of 20. If the police find out
you will go fo prison.




Oho everyone is
herel Looks like you
all are celebrating

’ without me

We are not
celebrating. We have
to talk to you

Usha come

A girl that is
ready for
marriage!

~ What do you see in Usha?

Do you know what | see? A very A
smart girl who dreams of becoming a
computer engineer. A young girl who
will grow up to look after herself and
after us. As a father, | must support
her dreams.

Maili Aunty, what you do is
wrong. It is illegal. Don’t you

know child marriage is a crime
punishable by law? J
~Anybody who supports and
~ atfends a child marriage can
be jailed for up to 3 years

and be fined for up to Nrs
75,000.

Please leave, or we will
call 1145 for the National
Women Council or 100
for the police helpline.

Usha, | am sorry. | almost made
such a huge mistake. Forgive me,

my daughter. You deserve the
chance to live your dreams

Aama, just because
others do it doesn’t
make it right. We have
to take care of our
loved ones.

The only dream a girl should
have is marrying young

No, that is wrong. | reject
this marriage. Don’t bring
any proposal fo my house
until my daughter is 20 and
ready for marriage.

Q;

Put the conversation of

marriage on hold, unless

. the bride and groom are
ﬂ years old.

T ——










